ELPNA Meeting
February 15, 2012
3 PM via Conference Call
Attendees:

Lori Tormey, President
June Sand, Vice President
Carol DeSchepper, Secretary
Nancy Deetz, Treasurer
Andy West, Region 2
Phyllis Bruce, Region 3

Topic/Agenda
Item
Welcome and
Introductions
Opening Prayer
Approval/Addition
to Agenda
Approval of
Minutes
Treasurer’s Report

Membership
Report

Carolyn Crowe, Norma Anderson, Region 4
Maureen Swanson, Region 5
Marilee Tollefson, Ruth Manchester, Region 7
Becky Klein, Region 8
Mana Master, Region 9
Membership – Phyllis Bruce, Region 3

Discussion

Action

The group was welcomed and introductions made as individuals joined the call

None

Becky Klein offered opening prayer.
Lori asked for additions to the Agenda. There were no additions.

None
None

Carol DeSchepper presented the January 17, 2012 minutes for discussion. The
minutes were approved as circulated.
Nancy Deetz presented the Treasurer’s Report, which had been earlier emailed.
The current funds held at this time for the regions are $2550.00. The current funds for
held for National total $3174.09. There were no questions on the report and it was
approved as presented.
Phyllis gave the membership report. There are currently 115 members in ELPNA. 72
of the members are in Region 3 and the remaining 43 members are from other
Regions. She offered to send a copy of a letter that was drafted to follow-up on
persons who have not renewed their membership. The letter is to be sent out with the
minutes. (see attachment)

None

A question was asked about members who are listed as ‘either region 7 or 8’. This is
because it is hard to know where certain communities are in the state. The name of the
Synod is not always completed on the application. Becky offered to help with
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Regional Reports

questions, especially in region 8 locations. Nancy suggested there is a way to enter the
community in the ELCA website – if the town and church are listed, the website will
tell you which Synod the community is in.

PA

Region 2: Andy reported that she and Sheryl are planning to get a note to all of the
synods in the Region to get information about ELPNA in their newsletters. Hopefully
they will get some contacts from parish nurses around the Synod. The
letter/announcements will be sent with the minutes. (see attachment)
If you haven’t gotten the Scope and Standards, you can get it inexpensively through
ANA. Andy suggested getting a copy for your office.
Region 3: Region 3 Board of Directors met on Monday. There will be a PN Care
Center at the Minneapolis Synod meeting this coming weekend. They will be electing
a new Bishop so we were asked to keep the Synod in our prayers. Mary Jo Hallberg is
setting up website training on or about April 16th. Those trained can then make
changes to the website. This needs to be set up for some of the national board
members as well. The new website should be up and ready for viewing mid to late
March.
There will be a gathering for Region 3 on April 30th. The speaker will be from Luther
Seminary and she will be speaking on Non-Violent Communication.
Nancy Deetz reported that she had a discussion with their Bishop about promoting
parish nursing in the Synod. The Bishop agreed to meet with Nancy and another
parish nurse. The Bishop in this Synod is Bishop Harold Usgaard.
Carol is planning a recruitment letter/email to nurses in South Dakota in the near
future.
Region 4: Norma continues to work on the youth conference planning. Mana will be
helping and there will be a nurse from Houston assisting. There is overlap on dates for
a Twin Cities event and the youth event, so access to the current display board is
problematic. Norma has a board – she just needs the items replicated and sent. June
will get the display items and brochures to Norma. She is assembling things and still
trying to get donations of items to give away. Carolyn has found the ‘Support U’
program at www.LutheranServices.org. Click on the tab Caregivers Suite.
There was discussion about what it means to be certified as opposed to receiving a
certificate for course completion. Certification is what happens through AACN.
Completion of a parish nurse course gives you a certificate. We should also avoid
calling the IPNRC curriculum an/the ‘approved curriculum’. No outside entity has
approved that curriculum. The new Scope and Standards requires a minimum of 34
hours of education. The course length may exceed that, but 34 hours would be
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Display Board,
Vests, Brochures

minimum. Perhaps more discussion on this could be added to a future agenda.
Region 5: Maureen greeted us from Michelle. Michelle took brochures to the
Administrators meeting in Florida. There is a Metro Synod meeting coming up in
June. They will also promote ELPNA at that meeting.
Region 6: No Report. Karen has resigned and a replacement has not been found.
Region 7: Feb 25 is the next meeting for the Washington DC Network group. They
appreciated getting the master list for contacting persons in the Region. They will be
looking at what other networks exist and how the networks can work together.
Marilee asked if we should be tracking the numbers of persons commissioned in each
region? Lori felt it was important. June commented that certainly tracking those who
are Lutheran would be helpful as we try to grow the organization. Many synods do
not know where or which Lutheran churches have parish nurses.
Ruth reported there was a workshop at one church last Sunday called “Support U”. It
is for people who are caregivers. It seems to be a program of Lutheran Social
Services. Lori will be going to an LSS meeting soon and she will ask about it. Ruth
also asked if there is any kind of a ‘position description’ of what the board
representatives should be doing – that would be helpful. June will try to do that for the
group and we can discuss at our next meeting. She will also send packets of the
brochures to each region in the near future.
Region 8: There has been discussion about how to stay connected with others in the
Region. Having the list of names has been helpful. Lori thanked Becky for her
leadership in the state. Two more nurses are taking the parish nurse course. Becky’s
church is working on a blood drive and they are mentoring a Presbyterian Church that
is forming a Health and Wellness ministry.
Region 9: Mana reported that she continues to receive emails from nurses in the VA
synod. She has received brochures from Nancy Roberts, so she will send some
additional information off to the interested nurses. She is starting a Life Balance
Program next week with 8 people. Mana has not had a chance to review the ELPNA
brochure. June commented that we have a rather large box of current brochures
available – so we should look for opportunities to get those used up.
See the report for Region 4. There is a need to help each region replicate the board.
Lori also mentioned getting badges made, since the vests will eventually wear out.
However, the vests do set us apart from others. Do we need both? Maybe we need
both for National gatherings and use badges only at our own synod meetings. There
was agreement on this suggestion. Lori will get the logo and do some work on badges
before our next meeting.
See Synod reports for discussion on the brochure distribution.
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Retreat Discussion

Letters to Bishops
Update

By-laws

Questions,
thoughts, prayer
concerns
Closing Prayer

There was discussion at the Region 3 about the retreat for Fall. At our last meeting it
was suggested it be in Region 3. Three locations for the retreat are under
consideration. Last meeting we talked about late September or early October as the
timeframe. A college campus also might work if we are scheduled over fall break.
Under consideration are Luther Seminary, Mt Olivet Lutheran Church, and a place in
Farmington, MN (just south of the cities). Nancy spoke in support of Mt. Olivet
Lutheran Church, as she has been to that facility. She also suggested Christ the King
Retreat Center. That is about an hour out of the city. Phyllis and June will get some
price quotes on the options.
How long should the retreat be? Most preferred a weekend event. We also need to
discuss whether we need a speaker, will we provide our own content, etc.? Andy said
that at the Faculty retreat last year they used faculty as speakers and it was a great
event. The question is whether we want to work on a retreat weekend. Do we want a
retreat or an educational event or both? Nancy and others spoke in support of a nice
blend of both. Norma also suggested that the retreat be a time for the board to get to
know one another. For the most part we only know one another over the phone.
‘Slow down’ is a program that might be considered for use. Perhaps Tammy Devine
and others in the Twin Cities Metro area could help with some programming.
Deferred to the next meeting. Perhaps a draft could be attached to the agenda to speed
up our discussion.

June will send an electronic version of the bylaws to all of us. They should be
reviewed by each board member before October. June will provide directions on what
to do with comments.



Michelle and her family in the death of her aunt
Election of the new Bishop in the Minneapolis Synod
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Becky offered closing prayer.

Respectfully,
Carol DeSchepper, Secretary
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